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SOME ISSUES CONCERNING 
LANGUAGE REVITALISATION

AND EDUCATION
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Euskal Herria: The Basque Country

21,000 square kilometres
Three million inhabitants



Basque 
education

system

(whereBasque-languageIs official)

•Basque as a subject (3-4 hours per week). 

•Other subjects in Spanish (language of instruction)

MODEL A

•Some subjects are in Basque and others in Spanish.

MODEL B

•Basque as a vehicular language of instruction (language 
immersion)

•Spanish as a subject (3-4 hours per week).

MODEL D

B2 BASQUE LANGUAGE 

COMPETENCE

B2 SPANISH LANGUAGE 

COMPETENCE

MODEL A 0 % 100 %

MODEL B 33 % 100 %

MODEL D 66 % 100%



Conclusions:

A. Immersion model guarantees the best the acquisition of a 

minority/minoritised language

B. This model does not guarantee 100% language acquisition

Two points on that:

A. What can we ask of schools? There is no ‘pill’ that 

automatically guarantees language acquisition.

B. Is it enough for students to know the language? 
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LANGUAGE PROJECT: 
A TOOL TO INFLUENCE THE 

LANGUAGE SKILLS, USE AND 
ATTACHMENT OF STUDENTS 

(THE EXAMPLE OF 
ARMENTIA IKASTOLA)



• 1,200 STUDENTS
• 800 FAMILIES
• 100 WORKERS
• 1-18 YEARS
• COOPERATIVE

• 27 % BOTH PARENTS 
BASQUE SPEAKERS

• 11% of families Basque usual 
language of communication 



EUSKAL 
HERRIKO 

IKASTOLAK
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Basque speaker
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knows and 
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LANGUAGE 
STRATEGIC PLAN

2022-2026

LANGUAGE 
ANNUAL PLAN

2025-2026

LANGUAGE 
PROJECT

Presentacion sequence



Language

project

1. ARMENTIA IKASTOLA 

a. Sociolinguistic context 
a.1. The sociolinguistic context of Gasteiz in which the ikastola Armentia is 
located. 
a.2. The sociolinguistic context of the ikastola Armentia 

b. Historical evolution of the ikastola ARMENTIA 

 

2. DEFINITION AND CHARACTERISTICS 

a. Definition of the Language Project 
b. Areas of intervention with languages 

c. Features of the Language Project 
d. Location of the Language Project 
e. Combining language and culture 

f. Managing cultural and linguistic diversity 

 

3. APPROACH AND OBJECTIVES 

a. Language ecology 

b. The need for the Language Project 
c. General objectives with regard to languages 

 

4. THEORETICAL BASES OF THE LANGUAGE PROJECT 

a. Principles of linguistic and cultural policy 

b. Language perspective 

c. View of language and language teaching 

 

5. TRAINING CRITERIA 

a. Areas of training 

 

6. LANGUAGE PLANNING 

a. The place and function of each language in the areas of ikastola 

b. Early and late schooling 

c. Languages inside the room 

d. Distribution of languages in areas outside the classroom 

e. Distribution of languages in the institutional sphere 

 

STRUCTURE, FUNCTIONS OF THE GOVERNING BODIES… 



LANGUAGE 
STRATEGIC PLAN

2022-2026

Presentacion sequence
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Pedagogical area

Pedagogical management

Inside the room

Outside the room

Educational interaction

Institutional area

Organisation and internal
communication

School

Family

External relations



LANGUAGE 
ANNUAL PLAN

2025-2026

Presentacion sequence
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General objectives 2025-2026

• To explore new ways of promoting the use of the Basque language among the 

members of the Ikastola and to establish useful strategies.

• Adjustment and effectiveness of the organizational model of work in Language 

Revitalization

• To continue and, if possible, increase cooperation with the institutions and 

public actors operating in the Basque Country in the immediate vicinity 

(Vitoria-Gasteiz, Araba) and take part in the activities which are organized in 

this field.

• Use in grouping criteria the linguistic characteristics of students and families 

in the most effective way possible to promote the use of the Basque language and 

to influence skills.

• Activation of the extra-curricular area (dining room and extra-curricular 

activities) in the promotion of the use of the Basque language.

• Renewal of the Language Project document and elaboration of the Strategic 

Plan (for four years)



INSTUTIONAL 
AREA:
Family

• Influence the attitude of families 
towards the Euskera

• To strengthen the knowledge 
and use of the Basque language 
among parents.

• To influence linguistic habits in
the family environment and  
promote the use of the Basque 
language by organizing activities

• Increase the presence and use of the 
Basque language in the relationship 
between ikastola and families. 

• Strengthen and collaborate with the 
Euskara Group of Parents



PEDAGOGICAL 
AREA:

Inside the room

• Improve strategies to increase 
oral use.

• Develop effective teacher 
attitudes.

• To increase cooperation
between the stages in activities 
to promote the Basque Euskera
and Basque culture

• Common Treatment in Language

• Jolasean Solas Project 

• To promote the Basque language, identity and 
Basque culture.

• Encourage and motivate the taste for reading in Basque. 



PEDAGOGICAL 
AREA:

Outside the
room

• To influence and stimulate 
the positive attitude of 
students towards the Basque 
language, to strengthen its 
use and presence, and to 
involve students consciously 
in this task.

• Inform students of creative calls in Basque addressed to them and 
encourage participation 

• Strengthen Secondarys Language Oasis point. 
• Update, dynamize the Secondary Student Basque Commission.
• Launch a game program organized by groups of students of

different ages. 
• Participate in the meeting of Basque Commissions at the city.
• Exchange with the Basque Student Commission of another 

IKASTOLA
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❖ Define all areas of linguistic intervention.

❖ Classify all activities carried out to date.

❖ Short/medium-term objectives.

❖ Achievable objectives.Objective indicators.

❖ Cross-curricular language learning.

❖ The language perspective must be cross-cutting.

❑ All teachers are language teachers.

❑ All activities have a linguistic perspective.

❑ All decisions are related to language policy.

And finalluy:
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